
8th Grade American Studies      Name__________________________________ 
Unit 2 – Colonization to Independence     Date___________________________________ 
Topic:  Beginnings of Slavery in the Americas (58-61)   Period_________________________________ 
Directions: Using the text, please complete the following activity. !

!

The Need For 
A New Labor 
Source

What happened to most of the Native American population after coming into contact with 
European settlers? !!!!
Describe Plantation Agriculture !!!!
What did some people think was the solution to the labor problem in the Americas? !!!!

The Slave 
Trade

What happened in Spain in 1510? !!!!
What was the Middle Passage? !!!!!!!
Describe the conditions of the trans-Atlantic journey from Africa to the Americas !!!!!
What was the African Diaspora? !!!!!!



!!

!

Treatment of 
Enslaved 
Persons

What were some of the types of work that slaves were forced to do?  !!!!!
Describe some of the harsh conditions faced by slaves once they were brought to the 
Americas. !!!!!!!!

Slave Culture 
In The 
Americas

Importance of Family !!
 !!!
Challenges –  !!!!!
Importance of Religion !!!!!!!!
Other ways in slaves tried to cope [deal] with hardships !!!!!!


