
8th Grade American Studies       Name__________________________________ 
Unit 5 – The Critical Period      Date___________________________________ 
Topic:  The New Nation Faces Challenges    Period_________________________________ 
            PART 1 
Directions:  Using the textbook (Chapter 5, sections 1 & 2), please answer the following questions. 

1. When did the 2nd Continental Congress create and pass the Articles of Confederation? 

2. When were the Articles of Confederation finally ratified by all 13 states? 

3. What was Maryland’s concern regarding western land claims? 

4. What was the purpose of the Land Ordinance of 1785? 

5. What was the Northwest Ordinance of 1787? 

6. What document officially marked the end of the American Revolution? 

7. What was the main problem the United States was having with Britain in the newly acquired Great Lakes region 
of America? 
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            PART 2 
Directions:  Using the textbook (Chapter 5, sections 1 & 2), please answer the following questions. 

8. What impact did the Treaty of Paris of 1783 have on American trade relations with Britain? 

9. What is a tariff? 

10. What happened to Lower Mississippi River in 1784? 

11. How did the United States attempt to respond to this (answer to #10)? 

12. In the years following the American Revolution, describe the relationship of American exports and British imports? 

13. Why was the Confederation Congress unable correct the problems associated with the imbalance of imports and 
exports of American and British goods? 

14. How did most states work to try and solve the economic problems of the time? 

15. In 1785, A British magazine gave what name to the newly formed United States? 

16. As a result of trade problems with Britain, how did many American merchants try to improve their economic 
condition? 
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            PART 3 
Directions:  Using the textbook (Chapter 5, sections 1 & 2), please answer the following questions. 

17. What was Shays’ Rebellion and when did it take place? 

18. What happened to Daniel Shay’s forces in January of 1787? 

19. What was the relationship between Shays’ Rebellion and the Articles of Confederation? 

20. What event was supposed to take place in Annapolis, MD in September of 1786? 

21. Because of the poor showing in Annapolis, what event as scheduled for May of 1787? 


