
8th Grade American Studies         Elwell 2012 - 2013 

 
Essential Questions 

• What were the POLTICAL, ECONOMIC, GEOGRAPHIC, & CULTURAL factors that led to the United 
States Civil War? 
 

• What was the Abolitionist Movement & how did those people who supported the movement work to 
bring about and to slavery? 

 
 
Corresponding Textbook Readings 
Chapter & Section   Page #    Topic:    
Chapter 12 Sections 1 – 4  p. 380 – 406   Life in The North  (Chapter Overview) 
Chapter 13 Sections 1 – 3  p. 410 – 429   Life in The South  (Chapter Overview) 
 
Chapter 15 Section 1   p. 476 – 482   The Debate Over Slavery 
Chapter 15 Section 2   p. 483 – 487   Trouble in Kansas 
Chapter 15 Section 3   p. 488 – 492   Political Divisions  
Chapter 15 Section 4   p. 493 – 497   The Nation Divides   
  
 
 
 

Unit Title Strands & Content Statements Student Expectations 

9 
 
 

Causes of 
and Lead Up 
to the Civil 
War 
 
 

History 
(11) – Disputes over the nature of 
federalism, complicated by economic 
developments in the United States, 
resulted in sectional issues, which 
included slavery, which led to the 
American Civil War 
 
 
 
Government 
(18) – Participation in social and civic 
groups can lead to the attainment of 
individual and public goals 
 
(19) – Informed citizens understand how 
media and communication technology 
influence public opinion 
 
 
Economics 
(23) The industrial Revolution 
fundamentally changed the means of 
production as a result of improvements 
in technology, use of new power 
resources, the advent of interchangeable 
parts and the shift from craftwork to 
factory work. 
 
 
(24) – Governments can impact markets 
by means of spending, regulations, 
taxes, and trade barriers  
 
 

(11)  Distinguish between the positions of 
the sections of the United States on 
sectional issues of the 1820s through the 
1850s. 
(11) Illustrate how disputes over the 
nature of federalism fed into sectional 
issues and helped lead to the American 
Civil War. 
 
 
 
(18) Explain how participation in social 
and civic groups can lead to the 
attainment of individual and public goals. 
 
(19) Explain how media and 
communication technology influence 
public opinion 
 
 
 
(23) Analyze how the Industrial 
Revolution in the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries changed the means of 
production. 
 
 
 
 
 
(24) Explain the impact government can 
have on markets by spending, regulating, 
taxing and creating trade barriers 
 


